
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

At the other end of the school, our new foundation children are settled and enjoying school life. This 
morning I listened in on some letter blending and it was lovely to hear foundation children being able 
to blend three letter words so early.  Reading is an essential skill for life and remains our Site 
Improvement Focus for 2021. This year all main building classes will engage in Initialit to support the 
development of the reading code. We look forward to sharing their progress with you.  
 
As we come to the end of week 3, another ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ 
concern about children walking out of class, refusing to go back to class after a break, not following 
reasonable instructions, refusing to have a go at learning tasks, swearing at each other, externalising 
their frustrations through violence and swearing at adults.  Schools are places of learning. Our vision for 
Mulga Street is to be a safe and calm environment where all children can be successful. We will 
endeavour to try and engage them back into class, with some calming time and reconnection strategies, 
and support them to have a go at learning tasks, your support is vital. We may ask you to come in and 
help us reengage them into the classroom or a quiet space, or we may ask you to come and take them 
home.  Families working with the school enables the best outcomes. If you have any concerns, please 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ   
 
 

Thank you to all families for supporting our school dress code.  It is great to see all 
children in school uniform and creates a sense of belonging. It also means there should 
be no arguments in the morning about what they are wearing.  You may find, as the year 
progresses that a jumper gets lost or that load of washing that was put out to dry, did 
not.  A quick diary note or email to let teachers know would be fantastic.  
 
It has been a pleasure to observe our senior classes, 6/7, so settled and our team of 
student leaders working together so well this early in the year.  
 

Toys coming to school is becoming a problem. They are precious items 
children love to play with and share but they are becoming a distraction 
in class and causing arguments or sadness when they get lost or broken 
in the yard. I would ask that all toys stay home, including balls. We often 
ƘŜŀǊΣ ΨIŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǎƻ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΩΦ YŜŜǇ ǘƻȅǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŀƭƪ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ 
Check bags regularly as toys often find their way in them.  
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Mardi McClintock  

Respect Safety Trust  
 

16th February    Acquaintance Night 5:30pm ς 6:30pm 
     Governing Council Annual General Meeting 7:00pm 
26th February    Final payment due for Noorla Yo Long Excursion  
     2nd Instalment of school fees due 
19th March    Final payment due for Year 7 Aquatic Camp 
26th March    3rd Instalment of school fees due 
29th March ς 1st April   Year 7 Aquatic Camp 
2nd April ς 5th April   Easter 
9th April    Last Day of School  

  

Important Dates 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday next week as we open the school for an hour for our 
acquaintance evening. Please come and say hello between 5.30pm and 6.30pm. It is a very casual 
opportunity to come in, ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴd other staff at Mulga Street.  At 7pm we will hold 
the AGM of the Governing Council and nominate new members, everyone is welcome to attend. A short 
meeting will follow to elect office bearers.  
 

Principal News  (cont.) 

Acquaintance Night / Governing Council AGM 

Our Acquaintance Night will be held Tuesday February 16th, from 5:30-6:30pm. This is a great opportunity 
ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψvǳŀƭƛǘȅ {ǘŀǊǘΩ ǘƻ нлнмΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ is a casual meet-and-greet evening and if you feel it is 
necessary, please arrange a more in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ 
time. 
 
We ask that everyone who attends remembers to sign in using the COVID safe QR codes located at all of 
our entrances. A manual sign in sheet is available upon request.  
We also request that no more than four adults are in a classroom space, in addition to the classroom 
teacher to support us with social distancing requirements. 
 
The Parent Club will be providing a BBQ with sausages and drinks for $2 each. 
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨtŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ wŀŦŦƭŜΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
local business. This will be drawn at the Governing Council meeting. 
 
The Governing Council Annual General Meeting will be held from 7pm on the same evening and we ask 
that anyone who has an interest in supporting the governance of the school come along and volunteer to 
support. The governing council is jointly responsible with the Principal for strategic planning, determining 
school policies and instruction, consulting and approving on budgets as well as other functions as 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ нлнмΦ 
 
Hope to see you there. 
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Materials & Services Charge 

A reminder that the Materials & Services Charge (school fees) are now due.  If you have not applied for School 
Card and believe you may be eligible, please collect a School Card form from the Front Office or you can apply 
online.  Visit www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard 

School Card must be applied for every year. 

 
Thank you to those families who have made arrangements with the school to pay the fees by instalment.   
If you wish to pay by instalment please speak to Sarah Holloway (Finance Officer) ASAP. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Sarah if you have any issues in regard to the payment of school fees. 
 

BANK DETAILS 
Account Name: Mulga Street Primary School Council Inc 
Bank:  Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
BSB:    065-504 
Account Number: 10362131 
 

School Interviews 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews will be 
held shortly.  

Watch this space for details on booking an 

interview.  

Student Wellbeing 

Absences 
If your child will be absent from school please notify the school office or the class teacher. To notify the 
office, please either phone or use the School Stream App. Open School Stream, select 'Forms' followed by 
'Absentee Form'. Please ensure you fill out each section including the child's name and reason for absence. 
To notify the class teacher please email them or write a note in your child's/children's diary or 
communication book. For absences longer than 5 days, a form must be completed and is available from the 
front office.  
 

Keston Green 
Student Wellbeing Leader 
 

QKR! App 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ vƪwΗ !ǇǇ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘŀōƭŜǘΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
app in the app store,  this is an easier payment option we are making available to 
parents to pay for school/preschool/music fees,  uniforms, excursions, incursion 
and pay for lunches from our canteen. For more information on how to install 
please contact the front office. 
 

http://www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
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Library News 

 
 
 
 

COMING IN MARCH! 

 

PCW News 

Talking with your Children 
 
Talking with your children develops great communication, which allows you to build trust, self-esteem and 
strong positive relationships. 
Children learn a great deal from their parents when we talk with them. In many ways, it is through 
conversations that children get a real sense of who we are.  It is by talking with children that we impart 
some of our knowledge, ideas, wisdom, thoughts and values, as well as how we get an understanding into 
their worlds and how they think. Children learn so much from their parents when they have quality time in 
conversation. 
IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
strong family relationships support children to cope with challenges and to learn to be independent. 
 
Getting conversations going with children can be challenging. Busy schedules, homes designed for 
individual enjoyment rather than group living, and children that clam up are some of the blockers to 
conversation that parents meet. Therefore, you may need to be a little cunning, a little proactive and be a 
little inventive to get conversation going at home. 
 

Here are five ideas to help you create more conversation within your family:  
1. Turn off the TV (and other screens). Most homes have a range of electronic screens 
 that you compete with to get their attention. Do not be afraid to take control of those  
screens and create a little conversational space. Start with a screen-free day each week or screen-free 
hour each day if you are a home full of screen junkies.  
2. Turn on the TV (and other screens). If you cannot beat them, join them. Some television programs  
provide great conversational fodder particularly for older chilŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ άǿƘƻΩǎ  
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ LŘƻƭΚέΣ άǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ LŘƻƭΚέ ǘƻ άǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ  
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ LŘƻƭΚέ  
3. Eat together at a table. ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŝŀǘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƪǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
strong food culture (i.e. they love food and value the whole eating experience) have strong bonds.Make 
mealtimes special and insist that children sit until everyone finishes rather than they eat all their peas. 
Avoid turning mealtimes into food fights that you cannot win.  
4. Take part in an activity.  LŦ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
moving. Boys will often talk when they walk or play so consider getting some action happening. When 
their hands are busy the tongues will often loosen up.  
5. Spend time together. Sitting together in a car, washing dishes and playing a game can provide 
opportunities for talk. Every family has their own way of getting the talk happening. Figure out what works 
for you and make sure it happens. In busy modern families, you do need to work at communication. 
Parenting is challenging, you have to work hard at family.  
 
Pam Young 
Pastoral Care Worker 
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School Communication 

If you have not already done so, please consider downloading the School Stream app on your phone. This is 
a free App which you are able to download to your phone and is dedicated to Mulga Street Primary School 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ DŀƳōƛŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ   
 

This App allows for electronic forms permission such as absentees, events, newsletter, classroom updates 
and sharing. 
 

Reading continues to be site-wide focus at Mulga Street Primary School in 2021 and an integral part of our 
site improvement journey. Reading is a complex process that involves both learning to decode texts and 
learning to ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜȄǘǎΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
their development of broader literacy skills, and to their future successful participation in society, including 
the workforce. 
It is important that children practise reading every night. The books your child/ren bring home from school 
should be read with ease allowing them to consolidate and practise the skills they are explicitly taught in the 
classroom. Children in Years 4 to 7 should have brought home take home readers this week or their 
classroom teacher should have discussed appropriate reading homework. Children in Year 1 to 3 will begin 
to bring home readers from Monday, Week 4.  
 
How can I support my child with reading at home? 
Take the time to listen to your child read on a regular basis, such as at bedtime or after a snack when they 
come home from school. If possible, provide a quiet place with no distractions so they can focus on the task 
at hand. Try not to rush this time with your child. 
 
It is important that children hear older family members read to them. This helps them to hear the language 
written in books and learn how to take in new information. Talking to children about different or unusual 
words helps to develop their curiosity about language and the sounds within words. Children who are read 
to at home ς or read at home themselves ς even if just for a few minutes every day, can make far greater 
progress than those who do not. 
 
 

Jess Hill 
Literacy Co-ordinator 
 

Reading 
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