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Dear Parents/Caregivers

Welcome Students and Families to the second school
Term for 2016.
It was with great pleasure
that once again Mulga Street
Primary School was
represented at the ANZAC
Day Dawn Service on April
25", Bonnie Camm and Luke King arrived at Vansittart
Park at 6.00am, with their families, ready to carry on
the tradition of the laying of the wreath to remember
all those who have given their lives for our freedom and
the freedom of others. They respectfully waited and
watched as the service unfolded and as our school
name was announced they stepped forward and
confidently and solemnly walked towards the cenotaph
and placed our tribute, on our behalf, to all those who
lost their lives during times of war. As the service came
to an end and we said our farewells, | felt proud to be a
member of the Mulga Street Community and of the
students who represented us so well. | also reflected
on the selflessness of Bonnie and Luke and their
families to give up their nice warm beds and join myself
and Mrs Condon at the ceremony. We do indeed live in
a lucky country where we are able to pay tribute to our
fallen without the fear of persecution.
The first two weeks of this term will see us hosting
Northcote High School at the end of this week as they,
once again, compete in the Generations in Jazz and the
Year 3, 5 and 7 students will sit the annual NAPLAN
assessments in writing, reading, language conventions
and numeracy.

It is timely at the beginning of Term 2 that | encourage
all families to have conversations with their children
about effort, attitude and learning. Effort and attitude
are a choice and play a part in how successful we are in
our lives.

IMPORTANT DATES

8" May RED DAY

9" May - 12" May NAPLAN

15" May 5pm Grounds Meeting

16" May 2pm Parent Club Meeting

19" May 8am Canteen Meeting

22™ May 6pm Finance Meeting
7pm Governing Council Mtg

29" May Whole School Indigenous
Performance

31* May Whole School Get to Know
Asia Performance

1* June Yr 6/7 Tetris Performance

2" June 2.30pm MP Assembly

6" June Move It Rehearsal

7" June Move It Performance

12" June Queens Birthday Holiday

13" June Yr 4/5 Lions Mad Minute

16" June 8.45am Parent Club Meeting

20" June Student Free Day

5% July 12pm Junior Primary (Yr2/3)
Assembly

6™ July 12.15pm Early Years (R/1)
Assembly

6™ July 2.15pm Middle School
Assembly

COUNSELLOR’™S CORNE

How To Talk More With Your Kids

If you were to focus on one thing to give your child an
advantage then do what should come naturally

— talk with them.

The links between school achievement and parents’

Mawdi McClintock Tamawivy Condor ability and propensity to engage in conversation with

Principal Deputy Principal kids from a young age is indisputable. The language
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stimulation they receive when they talk with parents is
one factor. The language of first borns is generally more
extensive and richer than their siblings who spend less
time in one-on-one situations with a parent but
engagement in conversation with parents benefits kids
in a far broader sense. It is trite to say that kids learn a
great deal from their parents but, in fact they do when
we talk with them. In many ways it is through
conversations that kids get a real sense of us and who
we are. It is by talking with kids that we impart some of
our knowledge, ideas, wisdom and thoughts as well as
how we get a window into their worlds and how they
think.

Getting conversations going with kids can be a massive
challenge. Busy schedules, homes designed for
individual enjoyment rather than group living, and kids
that clam up are some of the blockers to conversation
that parents meet. So you may need to be a little
cunning, a little proactive and a little inventive to get
some chat going at home.

Here are five ideas to help you get more
conversation going in your family:

1. Turn off the TV (and other screens). Most homes
have a range of electronic screens that you compete
with to get their attention. Don’t be afraid to take
control of those screens and create a little
conversational space. Start with a screen-free day each
week or screen-free hour each day if you are a home
full of screen junkies.

2. Turn on the TV (and other screens). If you can’t
beat them, join them. Some television programs
provide great conversational fodder particularly for
older children and teens. This can range from “who’s
going to win Australian Idol?”, “what happens to the
winners of Australian Idol?” to “what is the point of
Australian Idol?”

3. Have more mealtimes (with the TV off). The family
that eats together talks together...or they should. | have
a theory that families with a strong food culture (i.e.
they love food and value the whole eating experience)
have strong bonds. So make mealtimes special and
insist that kids sit until everyone finishes rather than
they eat all their peas. Avoid turning mealtimes into
food fights that you can’t win.

4. Move more. If sitting and chatting is not your child’s
thing then try getting them up and moving. Boys will
often talk when they walk or play so consider getting
some action happening. When their hands are busy
the tongues will often loosen up.

5. Try shoulder-to-shoulder parenting. Sitting together
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in a car, washing dishes and playing a game can

provide opportunities for talk. Take the eye contact out
of the equation and you may find the talk just flows
with some kids. Every family has their own way of
getting the talk happening. Figure out what works for
you and make sure it happens. It seems to me that the
best communication in families happens when no one is
working at it BUT in busy modern families you do need
to work at communication. That is the way of it. You
have to work hard at family.

Have a Great weekend

Mr. E (School Counsellor)

MATERIALS & SERVICES CHARGE

A reminder that the Materials & Services Charge (school
fees) are now due.

If you have not applied for School Card and believe you
may be eligible, please collect a School Card form from
the Front Office. School Card must be applied for every
year.

Thank you to those families who have made
arrangements with the school to pay the fees by
instalment.

If you wish to pay by instalment please speak to Sue
Shaw (Finance Officer) ASAP. Please do not hesitate to
contact Sue if you have any issues in regard to the
payment of school fees.

BANK DETAILS

Account Name: Mulga Street Primary School Council Inc
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of Australia

BSB: 065-504

Account Number: 10362131

NAPLAN WEEK 2, TERM 2

Any parent who wishes to withdraw their child from the
NAPLAN Assessment 2017 from years 3, 5 or 7 need to
speak with leadership or classroom teacher before the
end of this term, to complete a withdrawal consent
form. Students with disabilities are also able to be
exempt, please speak with leadership or your classroom
teacher to organise this exemption.

LIBRARY NEWS

CBCA BOOK WEEK 2017

Welcome back to Term 2.
Students will have received the
Scholastic Book Club order forms
these need to be returned with
payment by 11" May.

Book Week is fast approaching
on 21° August — 25" August the
theme this year is “Escape to
Everywhere”




SUSTAINABILITY

What to recycle where — ‘ ’

Tea Bags — composted with garden waste, kitchen
waste makes a balanced compost product

Tin Cans — recycling bin

Toilet Paper Rolls — recycling bin

Video Tapes — rubbish bin

Wine Cask Liners/Bladders — rubbish bin

Xrays — Mt Gambier Library/Red Cross. Xray films
contain silver in the form of halides, which can be
extracted and converted into pure silver

Yoghurt Containers — recycling bin

MSPS TRACK PANTS

For anyone wanting to order Mulga Street
Primary School tracksuit pants for this
term, we will be taking orders up until
FRIDAY May 19" (END OF WEEK 3). They
are $35.00 a pair. Please contact front
office staff. We will order each term.

COMMUNITY NEWS

AUSKICK

Reminder Auskick begins
Week 3 Wednesday 17"
May from 3.30pm until
4.15pm for Reception to
Year 2 students.
Registration forms have been sent home with all
students and need to be returned to the front office by
Monday 8" May. There has been a price increase this
year to $70.

Tonique Studio is a not for profit club who provides
dance classes for everyone. They offer competition and
fun classes for ages 2 to adult for both girls and boys.
Classes available are Tiny Tots, Calisthenics, Jazz, Acro
and Hip Hop. There are also options of all of this
combined in 1 class. Located at the picturesque
Glenburnie Racecourse they would love for you to join
their dance family. Enquiries to Monique Gentile 0438
255 576 or Tonya Allison 0407 809 714.

RED DAY —MONDAY 8 ™ May

Red Day
Monday 8" May 2017
Wear Something Red

Gold Coin Donation

Photo Booth open at recess and lunch. Pho
at a cost of 50c, 1 photo per student.
Fundraising for the Australian Red Cross

Australian Red Cross
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Year 7 Camp, Murray Bridge

On Tuesday"April Mr Frost, Mrs Condon, Mrs Reid, Mrs Humphries, Mrs Harvey and Mr
Hutchison travelled with the Year 7 students to Murray Bridge for our annual Aquatics
camp. This year the students piipated in kayaking, canoeing, small boat handling, knee
boarding, sailing and some of them were even keen to attempt water skiing. A great time
was had by us all and we returned home tired from an action packed 4 days away!

The things | liked
about camp are knee
boarding, catam aran
sailing, Mr Frosts
cooking and kayaking
Joel

The things that | liked atcmp
was knee boardin
cooking and sit on kayaks.

Cameron

E

y

| really enjoyed the water activities my two favourites we re catamarans and knee
boarding. Marni

| e njoyed water skiing, canoeing and catamarans. Alex



